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 This past Monday I had a Doctor’s 
appointment.  I went in early and settled in 
to wait.  It turned out to be a 1 ½ hour wait 
until I got to see the doctor.  As I waited, I 
heard the conversations of several patients 
who were angry with having to wait so 
long.  I had to pray and ask the Lord to 
help me not to get into the same frame of 
mind.  I understand that emergencies do 
arise and that there may be more critical cases that need 
to be moved ahead of me and others who NEED to spend 
more time with their doctor.  I was glad that the doctor 
was able to see me.  I had to wait about 2 ½ weeks to get 
this appointment so I was truly grateful.   

I started to contemplate on Romans 8:28 (NLT)  And we 
know that God causes everything to work together for the 
good of those who love God and are called according to his 
purpose for them.  I asked the question, even this wait?  
The answer came back, “Yes, even this wait.”   

I then began to be aware of my testimony and witness.  I 
wondered if I was going to be a good witness or a 
negative witness for Jesus Christ.  I knew that I would be 
a witness (one way or another).  I made the choice to be a 
good witness and I therefore chose to be positive about 
this wait.  I wanted to be used of God.  Matthew 5:16 
(NLT)  In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for 
all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 
Father.  I desired to glorify Jesus and to move people 
towards praising God.  I could not do it if I allowed a 
negative spirit to grab a hold of me.  I needed to spend 
my time rejoicing in the Lord rather wallowing in the pit 
of anger and despair.  The choice was mine.   

It was not an easy choice to stand by.  It was easy to 
know what the right decision was, but it was also so very 
easy to choose to do the wrong thing.  So many things 
were swirling around me at that time.  Stress and 
pressure seemed to be building and it was not easy to be 
patient.  It is a sobering thing to:  Psalm 46:10 (NLT)  “Be 
still, and know that I am God! I will be honored by every 
nation. I will be honored throughout the world.”   Coming 
to the realization that He is God and He is in control of 

everything is a very calming and comforting 
experience and realization.  He is God and 
not the stresses and strains of competing 
forces that surround us.   

One of the thoughts that was trying to grab 
ahold of me was the sense of blowing it and 
failing to do the right thing.  Now, you have 
to know that for me, this is a very big thing.   

For when I blow it and fail, many times I bring hurt into 
others’ lives.  While sitting in the doctor’s office trying to 
be calm and patient, I had to give my failures to the Lord 
and let Him fix and deal with it.  I needed to be obedient 
to Him while I was in that doctor’s office and if He 
wanted me to go and fix a problem that I created, He 
would give me the time, wisdom, and resources to do it 
unto His glory and honor.   

I want you to know that Jesus is God Almighty and He is 
able to do all things that will bring Him glory and honor.  
Therefore, if we would simply give ourselves to Him, in 
loving obedience, He will work everything out to bring 
glory and honor to Himself.  Romans 8:28 is definitely 
true and you can place your whole life being dependent 
on it.   

Waiting.  At times it can be so frustrating and can cause 
so much anger.  But at other times, when you choose to 
allow God to work through it, it can be a time of blessing 
that is used to develop your love and commitment to 
Jesus Christ. As the old hymn says, “‘Tis so sweet to trust 
in Jesus.  Just to trust His cleansing blood.  Jesus, Jesus, How 
I trust Him!   How He’s proved Him over and over.  Jesus, 
Jesus, precious Jesus!   Oh, for 
grace to trust Him more!” 

Becoming more and more 
like Jesus is so sweet.  He 
brings us sweetness because 
He is so sweet.  Let me 
encourage you to trust Him 
in all situations and let Him 
recreate Himself in you.  This 
will bring you blessings upon 
blessings.  God bless you all. 
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Be Motivated By One Person Only 

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

By now most people have either thought about this or have already gone through it and ask themselves this 
question, “How do I motivate myself to do what needs to be done?” Whether you believe in Jesus or not, I’m pretty 
sure you’ve asked yourself this question every now and then. We all want to be self-motivated to accomplish things 
and get the results we want. I truly believe that we are all in some form or fashion, a leader. In every part of our lives 
whether at home, work and in the community every one of us is looked upon as a type of leader. Every leader wants 
to be a motivator and motivate people to do things that bring about what the they are trying to accomplish.  
 

Let me share with you something that maybe you and I haven’t noticed when it comes to being self motivated. If you 
are trying to self-motivate you because you don’t feel motivated, you won’t succeed. Think about it, can people 
motivate themselves when they don’t feel motivated? So what’s the answer if we can’t 
motivate ourselves? First, we need to know that we need someone else to motivate us.  
Someone, not ourselves, that is a motivator and you can see it, hear it and are 
attracted to. So for us, the Church, the answer is Jesus and no one else! We are but an 
instrument of Christ’s righteousness that leads people to Him and Jesus will bring 
about a changed life. I want you to read a statement made by Associate Professor of 
Preaching Tony Merida at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He says, “How do you preach a life-changing 
sermon? I would suggest there are no life changing sermons if the life changer is not at the heart of the sermon. We 
don't change lives, Jesus changes lives. Therefore, the goal of the preacher is to make sure Jesus is the hero of every 
sermon and we must realize that preaching doesn't come after worship, it is worship. The goal of the preacher 
should not be for people to say at the end, what a great sermon, but for people to say what a great Savior. If people 
go out and they're talking about Jesus, it was a good day.” 
 

You and I need to be motivated by one person only and that person is the Lord Jesus Christ. When you have Jesus 
you have it all; Eternal Life, comfort, peace, joy, perseverance, knowledge, strength, wisdom and the list goes on. Let 
me leave you a scripture passage where Jesus is motivating us to believe, trust and follow Him and the end result is 
life changing that glorifies the Father. 
 

John 15: 4-8 Good News Translation: 

“4 Remain united to me, and I will remain united to you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only if it 
remains in the vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine, and you are the 
branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without me.6 Those who 
do not remain in me are thrown out like a branch and dry up; such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire, 
where they are burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, then you will ask for anything you wish, and 
you shall have it. 8 My Father's glory is shown by your bearing much fruit; and in this way you become my disciples.”  
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Help is needed to park cars on our  

High Street property for: 
 

Wailuku Elementary School  May Day Program 

Wednesday, May 25  

Report at 6:30 a.m. 
 

Let Pastor Stephen , Pastor Darren 
or the church office know  if you can help. 

 

“If you are trying to self-

motivate you because you 

don’t feel motivated, you 

won’t succeed.” 

Help Needed . . . 



 

 

APRIL 27, 2016 

Moms, Your Secret Sacrifices Matter 
  Article by Shanna Mallon Topic: Parenting  From desiringGod.org 

Thjs article may be found at http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/moms-your-secret-sacrifices-matter 

I’d been a mom for a few short days the first time it hit me. Sore and sleep-deprived, recovering from a long labor 
and emergency C-section that had the hospital suggesting I get a blood transfusion, I rode a wheelchair down to the 
parking garage, watched my husband, Tim, snap our barely six-pound newborn’s car seat into the backseat and 
then, moving slower than I’d ever moved before to get into my own seat, braced myself to be driven home. That was 
when I started to see what I continue to see now, months later with an active baby bouncing in the living room: 
Becoming a parent is bewilderingly sweet and undeservedly good. But, as every new parent would attest to, 
becoming a parent is also hard. 

In those first few weeks tucked in at home, family members making our meals, days turning into nights as we planted 
ourselves on the sofa caring for our beautiful boy, it took all my effort to move from the living room to the bathroom, 
from the bathroom to our own bed. Tim had to pick up Rocco and bring him to me every few hours during the night; I 
couldn’t get up on my own. Tim had to change diapers for me; I couldn’t bend over. And without other people nearby 
to see what we were facing in the especially hard work of those early weeks, how much effort it took for us to get 
from one day to the next, that was when I first heard the temptation: If you’re sacrificing and serving and no one 
notices, what you’re doing must not matter at all. 

Affirmation for Mothering 

Jesus says to the disciples, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 6:1). Parenting has long been a 
practice that demanded unseen sacrifice. Who remembers all the times their parents changed their diapers, got up 
with them in the middle of the night, comforted hurts, cared for injuries? How many meals does a mother cook for her 
family throughout their lives? How many of the kind words and thoughtful conversations given from loving parents get 
logged permanently in a child’s memory bank? 

But today, thanks to the world of social media, practicing the daily sacrifices of mothering doesn’t have to be hidden. 
It is easier than ever to share. And in the monotony of cleaning spit-up, cooking another meal, responding to another 
tantrum, we can unknowingly begin to resist entrusting our unseen service to the one who knows all things. We seek 
affirmation from one another instead of from God (John 5:44). Right at our fingertips is a way to post a status or 
picture and, right that moment, feel the satisfaction of reassuring likes. 

(continued on next page) 
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http://www.desiringgod.org/authors/shanna-mallon
http://www.desiringgod.org/topics/parenting/articles
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.44
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Moms, Your Secret Sacrifices Matter  (page 2 of 2) 
  Article by Shanna Mallon Topic: Parenting  From desiringGod.org 

Thjs article may be found at http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/moms-your-secret-sacrifices-matter 

Made to Delight in Jesus 

The allure of immediate validation is obvious, especially to someone who’s facing new challenges at home. 
Motherhood can feel isolating and lonely and, with its constant demands, discouraging in ways a woman has never 
before experienced. In my short stint as a mom, I’ve already wondered, more times than I like, if I’m doing it right. But 
looking to the reward of others’ approval on social media is not the answer to my heart’s questions. When I find 
myself wondering if my days have value, how to have joy, there is only one source I can trust. 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this 
light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that 
are unseen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16–18) 

Because I was made to delight in Jesus, the one who demonstrated perfectly what it means to give up life for 
another, I don’t have to trade the temporal satisfaction of being noticed for the eternal glory that is to come. Instead 
of looking to hearts on Instagram to fill me up in quiet moments while the baby sleeps, I can look to the one who sees 
every momentary, little sacrifice and uses it for good. I can fight for faith that the hidden work of motherhood matters 
— because nothing we do or think is hidden to him. Nobody else has to see this moment; he does. 

So as mothers, when we’re wiping another mess, making another meal, losing sleep, or wondering if this quiet work 
matters at all, we can take hold of delight — not just in the affection we feel for our precious children, but also in the 
truth that serving them matters to our God. This is why our humdrum, ordinary, simple days are important: Because 
we believe they are important to him. In every moment, he is with us. He is in us. He hears us. He sees us. He is, in 
our days at home as anywhere else, working out his purposes in a thousand ways we cannot see and like and 
comment on in this life. 

 

 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~    
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Shanna Mallon (@foodloves) is a freelance writer who loves Jesus. She blogs at 

FoodLovesWriting.com and lives in Nashville with her husband and son. 

 Missionary Spotlight: MCBA Summer Camps 

Registration forms are now available: 

 

Youth Camp “Unashamed” 

June 6-10 at YMCA Camp Keanae 

See Lyle Irimata for more information 

 

Children’s Camp “Klash of Kin” 

June 20-24 at YMCA Camp Keanae 

See Steffen Yamada for more information 

http://www.desiringgod.org/authors/shanna-mallon
http://www.desiringgod.org/topics/parenting/articles
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%204.16%E2%80%9318
https://twitter.com/foodloves
http://foodloveswriting.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

                                           
Week of May 12-14 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Week of May 19-21 
Edwards, Reimann, 

Balberdi 
 

Week of  May26-28 
 Elaine, Marion, Linda 

 

Week of June 2-4 
Volunteers Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

          

    Today, May 8  Team 1: Marion K, Karen F,  
   Kolbe F, Alysha F, Melanie F 
 

 

      May 15  Team 2: Elaine Y, Wendy C,  
   Krystle AV, Dmitry V,  
   Corey E   
       

   May 22  Team 3:  Flo N, Lillian T, Jen 
   E, DJ Caoile 

Childcare Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or would like to help, If you have any questions or would like to help,   

call Steffen@264call Steffen@264--03970397..  

Say Say YES TO VBSYES TO VBS!!  
  

Are you ready to Are you ready to   
dive into our great adventure dive into our great adventure   

under God’s great ocean?  under God’s great ocean?    
Our first VBS Planning Our first VBS Planning   

meeting meeting   
will be held on will be held on   

Saturday, May 21 Saturday, May 21   

@ 6:30 pm.  @ 6:30 pm.    

tel:264-0397


 

 

call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 

244-0865 

280-5810 
Joywright.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- 6 - 

6:00 am 

Prayer Meeting  
(former Pastor Jeremy’s  

Office) 
 

6:30 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(Childcare for  
Birth - 4 years at 
High St property) 

 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(Children & Youth-High St 
Property; Adults-WES) 

 

6:00 pm 
Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  

 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6 am  
(Former Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 

Gather together to pray for God to move within 
ourselves, our church, community, nation and 

world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 
with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 



 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar 

  May 2016 

 8 Happy Mother’s Day! 
  6 am - Prayer Time  

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES   

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   

 9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 11 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 15 6 am - Prayer Time  

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES   

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   

 16 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 18 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 19 6:00 pm - King Kekaulike HS Graduation 

 20 6:00 pm - Baldwin High School Graduation 

 21 5:00 pm - Maui HS Graduation 

 22 6 am - Prayer Time  

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES   

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   
  Lahainaluna High School Graduation 

 23 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 24 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 27 St. Anthony High School Graduation 

 28 Seabury Hall Graduation 
  6:30 VBS Planning Meeting 

 29 9 am - Pastor Stephen 

             - Observance of Lord’s Supper 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

      -  Adult Sunday School   @ WES   

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen   

 30 Memorial Day –office closed 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 
6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 
ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 

355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 
 

Service - 9:00 am 
 

Sunday School - 10:30 am 
(Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property; 

Adults at WES) @VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

Today's Worship Songs 

Let The Praises Ring 

Mighty To Save 

Good, Good Father 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

A Reproducing Mother 

Book of Ruth 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 
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I. Reproducing        ___     &             ____               –  Ruth 1:2-5 

 A.           ____                 children. 

 B. A Mother does                       than give                     . 

 

II. Reproducing            ___              Children. –  Ruth 1:14-17 

 A. Give their children a      ____       &                   in Jesus. 

 B. Pass it on by          __             their children a                        __          to Jesus. 

 

III. Reproducing            ___                  ___                    . – Ruth 3:10-11 

 A.                        . 

 B.                        (Ruth 4:16-22) 


